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UPCOMING ABBA EVENTS 

CBA President David Masters Is Visiting ABBA! 

     The new President of the Colorado Bar Association, David 

Master, will be visiting ABBA on Tuesday October 25th at 

Noon at the Adams County Government Center located at 

4430 Adams County Parkway in Brighton, to talk about his 

agenda for the year and to take your questions. Also, a 1 credit 

Ethics CLE presentation on Mentoring and lunch will be pro-

vided for free!  Please RSVP to abbadirector@aol.com. 

ABBAõs ANNUAL BENCH BANQUET  

     ABBAôs Annual Bench Banquet will be held on Thursday 

October 27th at Riverdale Dunes Golf Course in Henderson.  

Cocktail hour begins at 6 p.m. with Buffet dinner at 7 p.m. fol-

lowed by a presentation by Chief Justice Michael Bender.   

Cost is $50 per person.  R.S.V.P. to Stacey Moore @ 303-319-

9501.  

ABBAõs Annual Holiday Party     

     Save the date for the annual ABBA Holiday Party which 

will be held on Thursday December 8th at the Ranch Coun-

try Club in Westminster.  Watch your mail for more informa-

tion coming soon! 
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Information About Metro Volunteer Lawyers (MVL)                              

by Veronica Mabry-James, Family Law Court Coordinator (FLCP) for MVL 

 MVLôs Mission is: ñTo bridge the gap in access to justice by coordinating the provision 

of pro bono legal services by volunteer lawyers within the Denver Metro Area to people who 

could not otherwise afford legal services for their civil legal issues.ò 

 MVL coordinates the provision of free and low-cost civil legal services to people in the 

Denver Metro Area. Colorado Legal Services (CLS) initiates all intakes for MVL. CLS refers 

matters to MVL that CLS does not or cannot handle if, on the basis of first impression, the 

matter appears to be of the type that MVL could refer to private attorneys or serve through 

MVLôs Family Law Court Program.   

 This year (2011) marks the 45th year of operations for MVL (formerly known as the 

Thursday Night Bar). A program of the Denver Bar Association, MVL is also supported by 

Colorado Legal Services, COLTAF, The Fred & Jean Allegretti Foundation, private donations, 

and the bar associations of the 1st Judicial District, Douglas/Elbert, Adams/Broomfield, Arapa-

hoe, and Denver counties.    

 Thanks to your support, MVL is able to successfully help those in need while at the 

same time providing opportunities for attorneys to give back to the community.  As an attorney 

myself, I am often asked about ways that attorneys, especially young attorneys, can use their 

legal skills to contribute.  Others ask about ways in which they can volunteer without having to 

make a significant time commitment.  While time spent volunteering is not billable time, it is 

valuable time nonetheless.  Not only does the volunteering attorney gain experience, but he or 

she also gets the opportunity to meet other attorneys.  In addition, the volunteer gains the price-

less feeling of helping someone who is truly in need. 

 There are two programs within MVL to provide our clients with free and low-cost legal 

services in Adams and Broomfield Counties: Direct Referrals to individual attorneys for direct 

representation (Referral), the Family Law Court Program (FLCP). 

 FLCP is an easy way for attorneys to volunteer their time without making a significant 

time commitment.  FLCP is designed to assist pro se indigent clients with relatively uncompli-

cated, uncontested divorce or custody matters.   Volunteers have two opportunities to assist cli-

ents participating in FLCP:  at client meetings and at Permanent Orders hearings.   

   CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 



 Synergy...imagine being a part of something that could provide you the buying power of 

an internet advertiser in your line who can afford to pay much more than you can as an individ-

ual...who can buy more online exposure to potential clients than you can buy.  Imagine that the 

cost of joining this entity was only $325...per year! 

 The Metropolitan Lawyer Referral Service, Inc. is just such an entity.  Founded by the 

Bar Association and sponsored by the local bars of the Front Range...Adams/ Broomfield, 

Arapahoe, Aurora, Boulder, Denver, Douglas/Elbert, First Judicial District and Larimer, MLRS 

is unique in the Colorado Front Range as being a lawyer referral service with a long track re-

cord of successful operations. 

 As a not-for-profit public service agencyðin operation since 1972ðour job is to refer 

callers with a legal problem to competent attorneys like you.  Weôre designed to assist only 

those who can afford an attorney.  Many of them are middle-income persons who have never 

needed to speak with an attorney before, and theyôre looking for a recommendation to a quali-

fied attorney from a trusted source.  They express their frustration with the profusion of attor-

ney ads in the yellow pages and on the Internet and appreciate the fact that MLRS is an accred-

ited member of the Better Business Bureau with an A+ rating. 

 The Metropolitan Lawyer Referral Service remains one of the most reasonably priced 

advertising options in the market.  Our purchasing power enables us to buy the print and Inter-

net advertising that smaller firms are unable to buy themselves. 

 Our reputation as the oldest and largestðand the only bar-sponsoredðlawyer referral 

service in the Front Range means that we get calls from people who have been referred to 

MLRS by thousands of sources...Colorado 211, nonprofits, police departments, courts, em-

ployee assistance programs, counseling services, colleges and universities, bar associations, the 

ACLU, Colorado Legal Services, and government agencies such as the Social Security Ad-

ministration, U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, Colorado Division 

of Real Estate, and the Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies.  Attorneys like youð

members of MLRSðand hundreds of other attorneys, tell cold callers and clients to call us 

when theyôre unable to take the case.  We hear from previous clients and their friends, when a 

legal need arises.  The list goes on. 

 Your membership in MLRS allows you to benefit by association with us because of our 

reputation as a reliable and principled resource for consumers.  Consider joining MLRS, an af-

fordable way to access prescreened clients who would never find you otherwise.  Call director 

Brian Barney at 303-369-1709 and ask for an application, or e-mail him at law-

yers@mlrsonline.org. 
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ABBA-Sponsored Lawyer Referral Service:  Synergy Working for You              

by Brian Barney, Executive Director of The Metropolitan Lawyer Referral Service 
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Adams/Broomfield Bar Association  
Family Law Section Presents:  

 
Ȱ!ÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ ,ÅØÉÓ &ÉÌÅ Ǫ 3ÅÒÖÅ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇȱ 

 
Hosted by:  Donelson, Ciancio & Goodwin, PC 

 
When:   Thursday October 27th, 2011  
  10:00 - 11:30 = 2 CLE credits 
   
Where:  Donelson, Ciancio & Goodwin, PC  
 8001 Arista Place, Suite 400 in Broomfield 
 
**** This class is recommended for File & Serve users who 
ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÁËÅÎ ,ÅØÉÓ "!3)# ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ Ȱ&ÒÅÑÕÅÎÔ &ÌÙȤ
ÅÒÓȱ ×ÈÏ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÌÅ Ǫ 3ÅÒÖÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÏÎ Á ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÂÁÓÉÓȢ  
File & Serve BASIC is a Pre-requisite to the ADVANCED 
training ****  

 
Space is limited to the first 20 registrants.  You must register 

online at    ://lexisnexis.com/fileandserveextranet/Training.aspx?

state=CO  

 

Contact Jamie Rutten with any questions at 303-450-1665 or 

jrutten@colo-law.com 
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 ABBAôs latest practice section, the Criminal Practice Section, is off and run-

ning with itôs inaugural presentation on Tuesday September 27th.  Jay Tiftickjian, 

the current Chair of the ABBA Criminal Practice Section, presented a very infor-

mative CLE program on DUI Consequences to Driverôs Licenses.  The presenta-

tion was attend by over 35 attorneys.  The next Criminal Practice Section presenta-

tion with be sometime in January.  If you have any ideas for a CLE presentation in 

the area of criminal law or would to make a presentation please contact Jay Tiftick-

jian at 303-991-5896. 

 The 17th Judicial District has a new Magistrate, Sharon Holbrook.  Magis-

trate Holbrook attended the University of Utah and received a BS in Political Sci-

ence.  She received her J.D. from Willamette University.  After graduating law 

school, she joined the Office of the District Attorney for the 17th Judicial District 

in 2002 where she worked as deputy district attorney until joining the bench.  In 

her last three years at the District Attorneyôs Office she served as a Senior Trial 

Deputy in the Child Victim Unit.  Magistrate Holbrook is a former ABBA Board 

Member and served as ABBA President from 2006 ï2007.  She is also a current 

member of the Colorado Bar Association Board of Governors.  Magistrate Hol-

brook is currently assigned to Division R at the Adams County Courthouse.  Con-

gratulations Magistrate Holbrook! 

New Magistrate for 17th Judicial District 

New Criminal Practice Section Has Outstanding Start  
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Information About Metro Volunteer Lawyers (MVL)ñContinued from page 6 

 At client meetings, volunteers help clients complete the initial pleadings needed to 

file their case.  At Permanent Orders hearings, volunteers are paired with clients and assist 

them with the preparation of the final paperwork and to represent the client in front of a 

Magistrate.  At the close of the hearing, the volunteer attorney withdraws from the case.  

FLCP allows attorneys to spend about three hours helping someone to navigate the often 

confusing process involved with divorce or child custody cases.   

 FLCP is a great way for both experienced and new attorneys to volunteer.  New attor-

neys are paired with experienced attorneys until they are comfortable enough to work with 

clients on their own.  This provides new attorneys with a hands-on way to learn the basics 

and also gives them the opportunity to network with more established members of the legal 

community.  Participating in FLCP also provides law students with an opportunity to start 

gaining experience before graduation.  The new Student Practice Act allows supervised law 

students to enter an appearance and represent clients in court.  This allows law students to 

fully participate in FLCP and to represent clients at Permanent Orders hearings.   

 In Adams County, the third Thursday of the month is FLCP day, with Permanent Or-

ders hearings being conducted in the morning and client meetings in the afternoon.  If you 

are looking for a way to do pro bono work, but do not have the time to devote to actually 

handling an entire case, please consider joining us for an FLCP day.   

 Visit our website to see our FLCP schedule and to volunteer!  

www.metrovolunteerlawyers.org.  Feel free to contact Veronica at vmabry@denbar.orgor 

MVLôs Executive Director, Dianne A. Van Voorhees at diannev@denbar.org to learn more 

about MVLôs volunteer opportunities. 

 

October 25-28, 2011 is Celebrate Pro Bono week. Faegre & Benson LLP is sponsoring a 

free CLE for MVL volunteers on 10/26 from 1-4PM. Check our website for details. 

www.metrovolunteerlawyers.org 

Colorado Gives Day is December 6, 2011. Your donation to Metro Volunteer Lawyers via 

www.givingfirst.org on December 6th helps MVL to qualify for a share of incentive grants 

available to all nonprofits that participate and raise funds on Colorado Gives Day. 

MVLôs biggest annual fundraiser, the Barristers Benefit Ball will be held on May 5th , 2012 

at the Grand Hyatt in downtown Denver. This is a not to miss event! 

http://www.metrovolunteerlawyers.org
mailto:vmabry@denbar.orgor
mailto:diannev@denbar.org
http://www.metrovolunteerlawyers.org
http://www.givingfirst.org
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 On Friday August 26th, ABBA mem-

bers & guests gathered at Buffalo Run Golf 

Course for ABBAôs Annual Golf Tourna-

ment.  Players had a wonderful afternoon of 

golf followed by dinner and prizes.  This 

yearôs winning team was (Second from Left) 

Gene Ciancio, Shawn McIntire, Dave Young 

& (not pictured) Loren Brown.  Gary Filosa 

(Far left) won closest to the pin. & Shawn 

won  the longest  drive.  ABBA would like to 

thank David Juarez, Gary Filosa and Randy 

Davis for putting this yearôs tournament to-

gether.  ABBA would also like to thank Vec-

tra Bank ,David R. Juarez, & Randy Davis  

for their sponsorship of the tournament. 

ABBA Golf Tournament 

PHOTO 

 

ABBA Night out at the Rockies 

 Although the Rockies didnôt fare well 

against the Giants, ABBA members has a 

great time at ABBAôs First Night out at the 

Rockies.  It was a beautiful evening that was 

well attended by ABBA members.  The game 

was followed  a fireworks display.  Brad 

Varmo was the winner of the tickets to an ad-

ditional Rockies game.  If you missed out 

this yearôs game donôt worry,  ABBA plans 

on having another Night Out at the Rockies 

next season ! 

PHOTO 
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